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Anna Krukovskaya feared to tie herself to this sick man
of genius and refused to give him her hand. While they
talked in low voices, little Sonia stopped playing and listened.
This fourteen-year-old child was madly in love with Dos-
toevsky and disapproved of her sister's trivial maneuvers.
But he who so skillfully penetrated the souls of Netochka
and little Nelly was unable to discern anything in this
tender child whose eyes followed him until he reached the
door, stooping, limp in body and mind, defeated, thrust back
into solitude.
Later Sonia became a famous mathematician under the
name of Sofia Kovalevskaya. As for Anna, she realized her
dream of great phrases and high gestures when she married
Jacquelart, a French conspirator, who was under sentence
of death and imprisoned in a fortress near the German bor-
der. He escaped by the aid of the young woman's father who
bribed a sentry with twenty thousand francs.
Once again Dostoevsky had been humiliated by a woman.
He returned to work with increased energy, but the maga-
zine declined from day to day. The number of subscribers
fell to thirteen hundred. The creditors whose notes he had
endorsed harried him with letters and visits.
At the end of the summer he received a summons to pay up
or face bankruptcy and imprisonment. The most pressing
debts amounted to three thousand rubles. Dostoevsky tried
to argue with the creditors, but the miserable state of the
magazine made them ruthless. On June 9, The Voice an-
nounced the suspension of The Epoch, whereupon Stel-
lovsky, a publisher, carne to see Dostoevsky and offered him
three thousand rubles for the right to publish all of his writ-
ings in three volumes. In addition he wanted Dostoevsky to
give him a new novel before November, 1866. If it was not